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We believe sustainable development begins at home and is supported by effective domestic policies, and 
international partnerships. Self-governing people prepared to participate in an open world marketplace are the very 
foundation of sustainable development. President Bush has emphasized that the hopes of all people, no matter where 
they live, lie in greater political and economic freedom, the rule of law, and good governance. These fundamental 
principles will generate and harness the human and financial resources needed to promote economic growth, a 
vibrant civil society, and environmental protection. Democracy and respect for human rights empower people to take 
charge of their own destinies. We pledge strong support for efforts to promote peace, security, and stability, and to 

enhance democracy, respect for human rights, open and transparent governance, and the rule of law. 

"The task Of development is urgent and difficult, yet the way is clear. As we plan and act, we must remember the true 
source of economic progress is the creativity of human beings. Nations' most vital natural resources are found in the minds 
and skills and enterprise of their citizens. The greatness of a society is achieved by unleashing the greatness of its people. The 
poor of the world need resources to meet their needs, and like all people, they deserve institutions that encourage their dreams. 

All people deserve governments instituted by their own consent; legal systems that spread opportunity, instead of protecting 
the narrow interests of a few; and the economic systems that respect their ambition and reward efforts of the people. Liberty 
and law and opportunity are the conditions for development, and they are the common hopes of mankind." 

President George W. Bush 



















